
Optimizing Laryngeal Cleft Outcomes

Douglas von Allmen, MD
Pediatric Otolaryngology
Aerodigestive and Esophageal Center
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center
Cincinnati, Ohio

Aerodigestive Society meeting
Nashville, TN September 10th 2025



Surgical Interventions – Posterior 
Grafting

• S/p TEF/EA post 
birth

• S/p LEC repair x 2
• Required a 

posterior graft to 
repair the TEF and 
the stenosis



Follow up Airway evaluation

Create Submucosal pockets 
for the graft
Suture into place



Tracheomalacia

Tracheostomy
– Granulation tissue

• Tx: Steroids, Cryo



Basic Science Update for Cleft





Food for thought

• Role for tissue bank?
– Tissue for Genetics/Histologic assessment

• Tissue engineering


